CARL SCHURZ'S POLITICAL CAREER

of the Secretary, removals were made only after investigation
had shown specific cause in connection with specific persons*
Political grounds, whether affecting the administration in gen-
eral or himself in particular, Mr. Schurz consistently declined
to take into account in manning the offices under him or in
advising the President as to other departments. His old
Liberal associates in some cases sought his influence in behalf
of such readjustment of the federal offices as would sustain
them against their factional adversaries. In his own State in
particular, he was importuned to guide the distribution of
places with a view to destroying the power of those who had
obstructed the political prosperity of the Liberals and of
Schurz himself. His answer, ill June, 1877, to a suggestion of
this sort expressed concisely but completely the principle on
which he acted:

" I have received your letter of the 18th inst. and sincerely
appreciate the friendly sentiments which prompted it. As you
do not expect a reply in detail, I would only say that in the
management of what is called the patronage in Missouri, I
shall feel in duty bound, as far as I exercise an influence, to
act upon those principles with regard to the civil service which
I have always advocated. This will preclude anything and
everything like a personal policy looking to ulterior ends. Ever
since I have been in official life I have adhered to the rule of
regarding the official position occupied by me at the time, as
the last one ever to be held by me, and as decisive of my reputa-
tion as a public man. We can only perform a duty well when
we perform it for its own sake. In that way I am always in
danger of giving some dissatisfaction to my friends who inter-
est themselves in my success, but I do not see how that can be
avoided/'

It was'not without Secretary Schurz's influence that Presi-en, biit|;$rtft1Iy to the disgust in many casss of the friends
